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" Is it like the ' Tatlers' and ' Spectators' ? has it wit " or humour ? or is it only upon those odious politics " that one hears of all day long ? in short, will it do " with one's tea in a morning ?" " Not with your tea," replies the fine gentleman, "but incomparably well " with your ale, if you ever take any; not that I have " read it yet, but to say the truth, the title does not " promise well. Jeffrey Broadbottom and John Trott " seem to be synonymous terms. I dare say, there is " nothing of what the French call ewjouement in it; " and I take it to be a kind of heavy hot loaf, to stay " the stomachs of hungry politicians in a morning." Have a little patience with me, ye illustrious rulers of the beau monde, ye tremendous judges, whose decisions are the final decrees of fashion and taste. I know your importance too well not to engage your favour if possible: though I shall be often, what you never are, serious, I shall be sometimes, what you are always, trifling. My lazy and my idle hours shall be sacred to the amusement of yours; lighter subjects shall sometimes engage your attention, and unbend mine; and the events of the polite world shall fill up the intervals of the busy one.
The universal question will be, who is the author, or supposed author, of this paper ? To which if I do not give an answer at present, I must beg leave to be excused; being determined at present to shine like phosphorus in the dark, and scatter my light from the impenetrable recess of my own closet. I will, for a time at least, enjoy the sensible pleasure of unsought and unsuspected praise, and of hearing, wherever I go, my labours applauded, and severally ascribed to the most eminent wits and politicians of the age; as
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